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want. They have resorted to ordinary means hitherto adopted.
The Egyptians are trained for the use of arms. It was open to
them to take part in the Councils and all administrative machinery
because they were able and willing to vindicate their position by
force of arms. In India we have a state of things, so far as I am
aware, without a parallel in the world. The people as a mass are
neither willing nor able to take up arms. If you go to the Coun-
cils and are defeated in your purpose by the Government, you
must be prepared for raising a rebellion. It cannot be successfully
raised in India. Nor are the present Councillors men who can give
that training to the people. My endeavour was and is to find a
substitute for ordinary rebellion, and that is civil disobedience.
The Councils are no training-ground even for the Councillors for
civil disobedience. They believe in the "tooth for tooth" law. The
sophistry, evasion and even fraud of the Government benches are
returned in [their] coin. Their manifest purpose is to embarrass
the Government. Their appeal is to fear. The non-co-operator's
manifest purpose is never to embarrass, and his appeal must al-
ways be to the heart, therefore, to love and trust.
You evidently seem to think that mystical and religious non-
co-operation can run side by side with the purely political non-
co-operation of the Councils. I hold that the two are mutually
destructive, and my faith in religious non-co-operation is so im-
mutable that, if I find that it would not answer the needs of India
and that the masses would not respond to it, I should be content
to be alone and rely upon its ultimate invincibility to convert even
the masses. Indeed, I see no escape for this world except through
the acceptance of non-violence as the predominant and ordinary
rule of life. The present society is ultimately based upon force.
That is violence. My endeavour is no less than to get rid of this
worship of force, and my conviction is that, if any country is ready
for assimilating the doctrine in its entirety in a large and work-
able measure, it is India. And having that conviction, I have no
other remedy for the needs of our country.
I think I have already said more than I wished to. It is
possible to amplify what I have said, but I have no doubt that
you will yourself dot the i's and cross the t's. I am almost im-
patient to express my opinion upon the Council-entry and kindred
matters, the more so after reading your memorandum, but I am
under promise to Motilalji, Hakimji and other friends not to
give public expression to my views till I have met them again
and discussed the whole thing. When I am free to say all that
I have in view on this question and if you have time to spare